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	Dates to Remember
· Reading Period: November 1, 2009-January 4, 2010
· All contest entries must be submitted before January 22, 2010
Do you have

questions?  Contact

Natalie Shaheen:

410.659.9314 x2293

Nshaheen@nfb.org

www.nfb.org/bral

	Braille (a poem)
The world rests on my lap.
If my finger is the sky,
Then under it the fields prosper.
Row after perfect row of buds
Bid me gather all I can.
The harvest is food for thought.
       --John Lee Clark (Suddenly Slow: Poems)

Inspirational Words

Are you looking for something to spark a love of reading in your heart?  Dr. Jernigan discusses his affinity for reading and his experiences reading Braille in a Future Reflections article entitled “Reflections of a Lifelong Braille Reader.” Dr. Jernigan emphasizes the importance of reading and how his broad exposure to literature enriched his life.

ThruOurEyes

The November 18 ThruOurEyes radio show hosted by Joe Ruffalo—president of the New Jersey affiliate of the NFB—featured a discussion of the Braille Readers Are Leaders Contest.  If you missed the live show, you can still listen to a podcast of the show online. Visit the ThruOurEyes current podcasts page and follow the link entitled “174 - ThruOurEyes with Joe Ruffalo.” Mr. Ruffalo interviewed Natalie Shaheen, education program specialist at the NFB Jernigan Institute, and Kendra Holloway, a first grade student, from Georgia who is a contest veteran.

Looking for Books?

Do you need more Braille books to read for the contest?  NFB ShareBraille is a service that connects people looking for Braille books with people who have Braille books to give away.  Visit www.nfbsharebraille.org for additional information about this wonderful opportunity to acquire more Braille books.

Registration

As of November 25, 2009 there are 132 contestants in the adult Braille Readers Are Leaders Contest. The breakdown by category is as follows: 53 beginners, 25 intermediate, 21 advanced, 20 expert, and 13 sighted. It still isn’t too late to register for the contest.  If you have friends who would like to participate have them visit www.nfb.org/bral to register today!

Frequently Asked Questions

I read a lot of electronic books with a refreshable Braille display. Are these eligible? MAYBE. If so, how do I count Braille pages? Formatted files with a .brf extension—for example, files from Bookshare.org and NLS Web Braille—will have Braille page numbers in the file. These are acceptable. If you wish to use other scanned or non-.brf formatted files for the contest, you must contact the contest officials in advance for guidance and approval in how to determine the Braille page count. PLEASE NOTE: IF USING A REFRESHABLE DISPLAY, ANY SPEECH ACCESS ASSOCIATED WITH THE BRAILLE DISPLAY MUST BE TURNED OFF AT ALL TIMES DURING THE READING OF PAGES FOR THIS CONTEST.
If I enter late, can I still count the Braille pages I have read since November 1? YES, but only if you can verify that you read those pages.
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